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Jo ttye real J-lope. /I\ay stye alu/ays fipd tyer u/ay. 




t?is is tt?e story of a little <Jirl pamed 
j-lope, \jyl70 lived u/itt? ^er mother ii) a 
eotta^e 09 tt?e ed^e of a deep apd dar^ 
forest. Jtye forest u/as apeiept apd tyoary 
u/itlp moss, apd 90 ope, pot ever? ttye u/oodsmep \jyl70 
tre^ed ipto it to tyarvest ttye fireu/ood u/tyiel? earned 
ttyem a livir^, \{Y)ew its full extent. 




tye forest tyad po pame; people just referred 
to it as Jtye porest, u/tyep ttyey referred to 
it at all. Jl?e wealthier foll^ lived ip tou/p 
several miles from tt?e u/oods' ed^e, ip 
peat apd u/ell-l^ept Rouses u/itt? earefully- 
trimmed lau/ps, surroupded by a feu; 
pmped apd domestieated trees. JI7G poorer people lived 
op ttye frip^e of Jtye porest, ip isolated eotta^es fud- 
dled bepeatl? tt?e bou^tys of tt?e §reat trees. Jtyey raised 
styeep for u/ool, or l^ept small vegetable <£ardeps, or 
^attyered tt?e mushrooms ttyat ^reu; ip ttye u/oods. f\\\ 
of ttyese ttyip^s ttyey sold ip ttye tou/p market every 
5aturday, usip§ tt?e peppies ttyey earped to buy tt?e 
ttyip^s ttyey eould pot mal^e or §rou/ themselves. 

pope's mother l^ept a tyalf 
dozep fipe, fat styeep. 3^ spup 
ttyeir u/ool ipto thread, apd u/ove 
ttye thread ipto elott?. prom ttye 
elottp stye made elottyes for tyerself 




apd for j-lope, apd u/^at u/as left over, ttyey sold ip t^e 
market. Jtye styeep u/ere u/ell eared for apd §ave ex- 
eeedip^ly fipe u/ool, apd pope's mother u/as a skilled 
spipper apd u/eaver, so ttye riety people of ttye tou/p 
u/ere apxious to buy all ttyat stye eould mal^e. 

j-lope u/as very ^ood at fipdip<5 mushrooms, apd 
stye eould tell ttye differepee betu/eep ttyose ttyat u/ere 
^ood to eat apd ttyose tl^at u/ere pot ip ap ipstapt. tye 

tyad a ^pael^ for spottip^ 
morels, u/tyiety are ttye same 
eolor as ttye brou/p leaves op 
ttye forest floor, apd there- 
fore very difficult to see. 
/T\orels are ttye tastiest of 
all ttye mushrooms, apd 
ttyose ttyat j^opc apd tyer 
mother did pot eat brou^tyt a very 
^ood priee ip ttye market. 

U/tyat u/itty ttye mopey from ttye u/oolep elottp apd 
ttye mushrooms, apd t^e vegetables from ttyeir ^ardep, 




apd ttye fireu/ood t^ey eould ^at^er pear ttyeir eotta^e, 
j-lope apd tyer mother u/ere eomfortable apd eozy ip 
ttyeir little tyome pear Jtye porest. Jtyere u/as oply ope 
dapper to ever east a styadou; over ttyeir Hues, apd ttyat 
u/as eoppeeted u/itt? tl?e porest I^oad. 




^i^Mops's eotta^e u/as beside ap apeiept road. Ip 
^^^^ ops direetiop ttye road led to Jfye Jou/p, apd 
K||ilj£ that's tt?e u/ay j-lope apd tyer mother too^ 
~^~ euery 5aturday u/tyep ttyey u/ept to market. Ip 
ttye ottyer direetiop, ttye road led ipto Jtye porest. j-fope 
oftep u/ept just a little u/ay ip tl?at direetiop u/tyep stye 
u/as tyuptip<5 mushrooms, but stye peuer u/ept out of 
si^tyt of tyer tyouse. /T\apy a time tyer mother u/ould 
eautiop tyer peuer, euer to leave ttye road. 

"Jtye porest is treaetyerous, j-lope. If you step off 
ttye road you may peuer fipd it a^aip. It's dar^ upder 
ttye bou^tys, apd sometimes ttye trees styift about. You 
mi<£tyt be oply a stope's ttyrou/ from ttye road apd still 
pot be able to see it. [(euer leaue ttye road, po matter 
u/tyat." j-ler mother u/ould §o op, sometimes at lep^tty, 
to tell apd retell all of ttye stories stye ^ad euer tyeard 
of folios \jyl70 tyad §ope ipto Jtye porest peuer to returp. 
Jtyese stories almost alu/ays epded u/itty ttye u/ords, 
"...apd ttyey u/ere peuer seep by apyope, euer a^aip." 



f\\\i)ou<!>\) J-Jope u/as 
pot sure ttyat stye 
believed all 
of ttye sto- 
ries, stye u/as properly 
afraid of beip§ lost ip 
JI7G porest, apd pever 
left ttye road. 5tye 
u/ould pie^ mushrooms from 
upder ttye trees by ttye road- 
side, apd ^attyer u/ild 
blaeberries apd blueber- 
ries apd fox grapes ip 
ttyeir seasons, apd stye 
pever u/ept out of si^tyt 
of tyer tyome. [(ever, ttyat is, 
uptil ope fipe afterpoop ip early /T\ay 





:J*f?e sty u/as brilliapt blue apd t^e sup u/as 
>l?ipip<5 as j-lope set out u/itt? l?er ^attyerip^-bas- 
l^et, lool^ip^ for mushrooms apd maybe a feu; 

ild strau/berries. /is stye u/al^ed dou/p ttye por- 
est I^oad, stye eould spot elumps of jael^-ip-ttye- 
pulpits apd maypops apd u/al^erobips ip ttye u/oods 09 
either side. I^obips apd moel^ip^ birds apd blue jays 
u/ere sii^ir^ ip ttye trees, or ^attyerir^ spips of §rass 
for ttyeir pests. f\ lovely breeze u/as rustlip^ ttye leaves 
apd tyer tyair, apd stye eould smell ttye seept of u/ild 
rose apd tyopeysue^le apd <£rape blossoms op it. 

j-lope u/as epjoyip^ ttye si^tyts apd soupds apd 
seepts so muety ttyat before stye Kpeu/ it stye tyad 
u/all^ed farther dou/p ttye 
road ttyap ever before. 
5toppip§, stye looked 
bael^ ttye u/ay stye 
tyad eome apd 
eould po lop^er see 
tyer tyouse. Jtye road 





4i 



tyad parrowed a bit, loo^ir^ more lil^e a 

vuell-trauelcd eart trae^ ttpap a road, 

but it u/as still elear apd obviously 

ttye road, so j-lope was pot partieu- 

larly worried. Jtyere were 90 for^s 

ip ttye road, so ttyere was 90 etyapee 

of tyer beeomip<5 lost. Jo §0 tyome, all 

stye tyad to do u/as follow ttye road bael^ 

to tyer door. It was suety a splendid day, apd ttye flowers 

were so beautiful ttyat j-lope deeided to wall^ just a little 

farther apd see wtyat was aroupd ttye pext bepd. 

/Aroupd ttye pext bepd was a speetaeular elump of 
folder? ragwort, (^tyt ip ttye supli^tyt, ttye yellow blos- 
soms blazed lil^e §old. f\s j-fope was admirip^ ttye flow- 
ers, tyer §aze was drawp to a elump of morels ip Jtye 
porest, just a few feet beyopd. U/ittyout a 
seeopd ttyou^tyt stye stepped aroupd ttye rag- 
wort apd off ttye road. f\s stye bept to 
piel^ ttye mustyrooms, stye looked 
bael^ toward ttye road. 5tye eould 
_still see its dusty lipe, just 




beyopd ttye ^oldep ra^u/ort, altt?ou<Jt? t^e flou/ers did 
pot lool^ pearly so bri^t from tl?is side. Jtyeir tyeads 
u/ere all turned tou/ard tt?e sup, apd au/ay from JI7G 
porest. 

j-lope looked aroupd to see if stye tyad §ottep all of 
ttye morels before returpip^ to tt?e road, apd u/as 
pleasantly surprised to see tu/o more just a feu; feet 
deeper ip ttye u/oods. Jtyese u/ere ever? larger t^ap tt?e 
first, apd u/ould sell for more ttyap usual ip ttye mar- 
ket, but stye hesitated to §0 apy farther from ttye road. 
5till, stye l^peu/ ip u/tyiety direetiop it lay, apd ttye yel- 
low flou/ers u/ould <£uide ^er bae^. |Sfot u/ittyout mis- 
^iuip^s, j-lope stepped tou/ard ttye morels. f\s soop as 
stye stooped to pie^ ttyem, stye spotted apottyer elump 




of ever? larger opes pear a tyu^e tree just atyead. Beip§ 
eareful to Keep ip mipd tt?e direetiop bae^ to ttye road, 
j-lope tyappily filled tyer ^attyerip^ basket u/itt? ttye bi§- 
§est morels stye f?ad ever foupd. 

pier basket u/as moupded u/tyep stye fipally re- 
traced tyer steps bae^ tou/ard ttye road. ^tye tyad <£ope, 
stye ttyou^tyt, far epou^ty to be able to see ttye ^oldep 
ra^u/ort, but all stye eould see u/ere more trees, j-lope 
be^ap to feel a little papiety, but stye tool^ a feu; deep 
breaths apd ttyou^tyt about tyer situatiop. "probably," stye 
said to tyerself, "I u/ept a little farther ttyap I ttyou^tyt. 
/}fter all, I stopped to piel^ mushrooms t^ree or four 
times, apd I u/as so tyappy to fipd sue!; bi§ opes ttyat I 
must pot tyave realized I70U/ far I u/ept. /Ipyu/ay, I 
Kpou/ ttyis is ttye ri^tyt direetiop, so all I tyave to do is 
Keep u/al^ip<5 apd I'm boupd to eome to ttye porest 
F(oad." 

50 plope eoptipued to u/al^. /}pd u/al^. /}pd u/al^. 
l^op^ after stye realized ttyat stye must be u/al^ip^ ip 
ttye u/rop§ direetiop, stye eoptipued to u/al^. /}pd as stye 



u/all^ed, stye Kept tyearip<5 tyer mother's voiee, sayip^, 
"...apd ttyey u/ere pever seep by apyope, ever a^aip." 
Oeeasiopally, j-lope u/ould turp to tyer ri^tyt or to tyer left, 
tyopip<£ ttyat stye u/ould eross ttye road. 5tye K9 eu; if s ty e 
eould oply fipd it, stye u/ould be able to follow it bael^ 
to tyer ou/p door. f\s stye u/all^ed, stye ima^iped tyou; 
easy it u/ould tyave beep tyad stye oply \)QQ(\Q(\ tyer 
mottyer's aduiee apd pot left ttye road ip ttye first plaee. 
Evep if stye tyad pieced oply ttye first elump of morels, 
stye u/ould tyaue beep able to returp to ttye road apd 
u/ould be tyome pou/, tyelpip^ tyer mottyer to mal^e ttyem 
ipto a delieious mustyroom soup. 





t?ipKip$ about u/tyat stye should tyave dope apd 
u/opderip^ u/t?at stye u/as ^oip^ to do u/as 
be^ippip^ to mal^e tyer tyead tyurt. Despairir^, 
j-lope sap^ dou/p 09 a moupd of soft §reep 
moss apd leaped bae^ a^aipst ttye smooth silvery bar^ 
of a ^aptie beeety tree. /Mttyou^ty stye eouldr/t see ttye 
sup ttyrou^ty ttye depse brapetyes, ttye little §irl \{Y)ew 
ttyat ttye afterpoop u/as passir^ apd ttyat it u/ould soop 
be^iij to §et darl^. JI7G u/oods u/ere stuffy apd sound- 
less, apd ttye pale <£reep leaves of ttye beeety seemed to 
droop u/ittyout ever? a puff of breeze to stir ttyem. j-lope 
u/as be^ippir^ to feel u/ei^tyted dou/p by ttye silepee 
apd §loom of ttye forest, u/tyep a lou/ apd mournful 
voiee eomir^ from just above tyer tyead made tyer jump 
to tyer feet! 

"U/tyooo are yooou, leapir^ 
a^aipst my tyome?" 

peretyed 09 a brapety above 
u/tyere stye tyad beep sittip^ u/as 
a lar^e brou/p ou/1, peerip^ at ^er 








quizzically ttyrou^l? a pair of rattyer 
ficree-loo^ip^ yellou/ eyes. 



I m sorry, I ttyou^t it u/as just a tree, 
j-lope marked to stammer, u/opderip<2 if ttye 
ou/1 mi^t mistake tyer for a rabbit or a mouse, 
apd try to earry tyer to tyis dipper table, [sfou/ stye eould 
see tt?e bi§ tyole tyi^tyer up 09 ttye side of ttye tree, \j7I7Iel7 
u/as ttye ou/l's fropt door. 

'just...a...tree?" tyarrumptyed ttye ou/1, rufflip^ I71S 
feathers apd puffip^ out tpis speeded eldest. "Jtyis tree 
tyappeps to be my tyome, my apeestral tyome to be pre- 
cise. /T\y family tyas lived tyere for time out of mipd. 
You are stapdip^ upop ttye ttyrestyold of Ou/lu/ood, apd 
you-by ttye u/ay, U/I70 are you, apyu/ay?" 



'/T\y pame is J-lope," replied ttye <Jirl, be^ippir^ to 



feel less fri^teped apd evep a little amused by ttye 
blusterir^ bird. "I didp't meap to imply ttyat your tyome 
is pot ma^pifieept apd beautiful, as indeed it is. It's 
just ttyat I u/as startled. You see, I u/as lool^ip^ for 
mushrooms apd I <£ot lost, apd pou/ I eap't fipd my 
ou/p tyome. /T\y mother u/ill be terribly u/orried." 

"(^ap't f ipd your tyome? j-lou/ eap ttyat be?" asl^ed 
ttye ou/1. 'purely you eould reeo^pize it by its styape or 
its eolor." 

j-lope looked puzzled. "But I eap't see it from tyere. 
I dop't Kpou/ I70U/ far I've u/all^ed, apd tl?e trees are too 
ttyiel^ to see very far ip ttyis forest." 

"[(opsepse," replied tl?e ou/1. 
"/\11 you tyave to do is fly up ipto ttye 
air apd ttyep be^ip mal^ip^ ever- 
u/idepip§ eireles ip tt?e sty." ^e 
u/aved I71S u/ip§ ip tt?e air. "Jtyat's 
\p\jj I do it. Jtye li^t <£reep beeety 
leaves of Ou/lu/ood are easy to spot 




amop<5 ttye oal^s apd tyiel^ories aroupd it. JI7G trie^ is pot 
to fly too t?i§t?, so you §et above ttye elouds. Just maip- 
taip a eomfortable altitude, apd..." 

"But I eap't fly," interrupted j-lope. 

"U/ell, pou/, ttyat is a problem, apd 90 mistake. 
Qap't fly? Just u/^at Kipd of bird are you, apyu/ay?" 
asl^ed tt?e ou/1, sc|uiptip<5 dou/p at ttpe §irl. 

"I'm pot a bird at all," replied j-lope. "I'm a persop." 

"f\ persop!" eried ttye ou/I, opepip<£ tyis u/ide yellou/ 
eyes ever? u/ider. "/} tyumap beip§? U/ell, there's your 
problem! people dop't Hue ip Jtye porest. Jtyey build odd 
little pests out pear tt?e ed^e of ttye u/oods. [(ever ip 
tyere, amop<£ tt?e §reat trees. You're lool^ip^ ip ttye 
u/rop§ plaee. U/tyat you peed to do is tal^e ttye porest 
I^oad out to Jtye Ed^e. Ijl^ely you'll fipd your pest-er, 
f?ouse-out pear ttyere. [sfou/, if you'll exeuse me, I tyave 
/■^J^^lk to be §oip§. It's pearly supper time, 
>* apd I tyave eertaip respopsibilities, 



f «wsfis£2!!^*KK£*<ii ; JSMBUk; , 



C yod Kpou/." /}pd u/Itlp ttyat tl?e ou/1 spread Jpis u/ip^s apd 



fleu/ off iijto tt?e ^attyerir^ dus^. 

"But u/tyere is tl?e porest I^oad? Jfpat's u/fpat I'm 
tryip<5 to fipd. U/ait! Qame bae^, please!" j-lope ealled 
after tt?e bird, but tye u/as already out of si^t above 
tt?e depse eapopy of brapetyes. 





eelip^ more alope ttpap euer, stye be^ap opee 
a^aip to u/al^ ttyrou^t? tt?e trees ip ttye direetiop 
§f stye ttyou^tyt ttye ou/1 tyad §ope. "/T\aybe tye flies 
ouer ttye road, loo^ir^ for miee or rabbits," stye 
ttyou<Jtyt. But before uery lop§ stye be^ap to loose tyeart 
a^aip. JI7G styadou/s u/ere deepepip<£ apd it u/as ^ard to 
see uery far ip ttye ^loorn. Euep if stye passed uery 
elose to ttye road, j-fope realized ttyat stye u/ould probably 
pot see it. Opee more stye remembered tl?e u/ords, 
"...apd ttyey u/ere peuer seep by apyope, euer a^aip," 
apd stye be^ap to be really 
afraid. 



5tye tyad eome to 
a small tyill, po more 
ttyap a moupd, really, 
apd stye elimbed to 
ttye top apd sat dou/p. 
j-lope dreu; tyer l^pees 
up to tyer etyip apd 
u/rapped tyer arms 
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aroupd tyer le^s. 5tyiverip<5 a little, stye elosed ^er eyes 
apd tried to deeide u/^at to do pext. 5^ ^ad drifted tyalf 
to sleep \jyl7ep stye u/as brou^tyt bael^ sharply by a tyi<Jty, 
loud barl^. \\qv eyes snapped opep, apd ttyere, sittip<£ ip 
fropt of tyer at ttye base of ttye moupd, stye sau; a rattyer 
irritated-loo^ip^ red fox. 

"If you'll pardop my statip^ ttye obvious," said ttye 
fox, "ttye roof of my tyouse is really pot ttye appropriate 
plaee for you to tal^e a pap. I meap, u/tyat you do ip your 
ou/p tyome is eptirely your affair, but I'm sure you'll 
a^ree ttyat visitors should mipd ttyeir mappers. 5peal^ip^ 
of u/tyiety, I dop't ttyipl^ u/e've beep properly iptrodueed. 
/T\y pame is I^epard, apd I am ttye master of I^aposa, op 
\jyl7Iel7 you are eurreptly reposip^. I ^ope you appreeiate 
alliteratiop." ^lyly smilip^, ttye fox eyed ttye <Jirl expee- 
taptly. 



j-lope u/as fully 
w au/al^e pou/, if a little 
eopfused by I^epard's e^at- 
terip^. "/T\y pame is j-lope, 
apd I do apologize if I've 




styou/p apy disrespeet for your ma^pifieept l?ome." tye 
u/isely refraiped from meptiopip^ ttyat stye tyad mista^- 
ep I^aposa for a tyill of dirt. "It's just ttyat I'm lost apd 
I've beep u/apderip^ ip Jtye porest all day, tryip^ to fipd 
my ou/p tyome. I u/as very tired, apd pou; it's almost 
dar^, apd I dop't Kpou/ u/^at I'm <^oip§ to do," stye epded 
miserably. 



"/T\y dear," said I^epard, drop- 
pip^ tyis bapterip^ tope apd lool^ip^ 
truly eopeerped, "I ^ad po idea. Jell 
me, is ttyere somettyip^ ttye matter 
u/itty your pose? I meap, it's rattyer 
small, but do you tyave a eold?" 

"/T\y pose?" asl^ed j-lope. Jqz ^ad beep op ttye 
ver^e of u/eepip^, but ttye fox's etyap^ed mapper apd 
eurious cjuestiop made tyer forget tyer problems for a 
momept. "Jtyere's pottyip<£ u/rop§ u/itty my pose, apd I 
pever ttyou^tyt it u/as particularly small. U/tyat does my 
pose tyave to do u/itty fipdip^ my u/ay tyome?" 




Jtye fox §ave tyer a eurious loo^ "I dop't see 
\)o\jj you eould expeet to fipd your u/ay tyome or apy- 
u/tyere else u/ittyout your pose. Qsrtaiply, if you u/ere 
elose epou^ty to see it...but ottyeru/ise, I70U/ else but 
by seept eould you fipd your u/ay aroupd? U/Tpy, u/itty- 
out my pose, I'd be u/apderip<5 aroupd lost forever, 
evep if I u/ere u/ittyip a cjuarter-tyour's trot of I^aposa. 
But \jj\\i) ttye ri^t seept...u/ell, I dop't meap to bra§, 
but after just tt?is ope meetip^ u/itt? you, I'll be able 
to reeo^pize your dep ip ap ipstapt. I'll be able to 

follow your seept ttyrou^t? Jl?e por- 
jest apd repay your visit. /}pd I u/ill, 
too, but ri^t pou; I tyave to §0 out 
apd <£et dipper. I tyear my pups yell- 
ip<£ for it. Q?ildrep are so impatiept, 
dop't you a^ree? I'll be by ip a feu; 
days, apd u/e eap eoptipue ttyis most 
ipterestip^ eopuersatiop ttyep. Do be 
eareful u/itt? ttyat pose." Jtye last 
^septepee I^epard ealled over Jpis 
shoulder as tye trotted off betu/eep 




tt?e trees, Ipis busily tail disappear^ rapidly ip tt?e 
<£loom. 

"But I eap't smell lil^e a fox," ealled j-lope after 
ttye little apimal. "U/or/t you lead me tyome, or at least 
bae^ to ttye road?" /Mas, it u/as too late. Jtye forest 
apimals move su/iftly, apd tl?e fox u/as already out of 
earshot, eopeeptratip^ 09 §ettir^ supper for tyis family. 

j-lope eopsidered u/aitip^ at I^aposa uptil I^epard 
returned, but stye u/as afraid ttye fox mi^t be ^ope all 
iji^t, apd stye didr/t Kpou/ if tye u/ould be u/illip^ to 
leave tyis family lop^ epou^ty to lead tyer out of JI7G 
porest. 5tye tyad tyer doubts as to u/tyettyer stye eould 
eopvipee tyim of I70U/ desperate tyer position u/as. I^e- 
pard u/as a bit too flinty to earry 09 a serious eop- 
versatiop. 50, ever? ttyou^ty it u/as pou/ eompletely darl^, 
j-lope opee a^aip be^ap to slou/ly u/all^ ttyrou^ty ttye 
forest. 




J 

sdlgji^/ooijli^t apd starli^t filtered tt?rou<Jt? tip 
leaves apd §ave tyer just epou<Jt? li^t to 
Keep from bumpip<5 ipto trees, but stye u/as eopstaptly 
beip§ su/atted by brakes, apd u/al^ip<£ iijto spider 
u/ebs ttyat stye eouldp't see, apd stumblip<5 over roel^s. 
j-lope u/as just about to ^ive up apd eurl tyerself ipto a 
ball a^aip u/tyep stye spotted a bri^tyter area just atyead. 
JtyipKip^ stye tyad finally foupd tip porest I^oad, stye 
be^ap to u/all^ as fast as tip trees u/ould let tyer. JI7G 
bri^tyt area ^reu; more apd more distipet uptil suddenly, 
stye stepped out ipto a elearip<£. tyz foupd tyerself 
stapdip<5 ip a grassy area tip size of a tyouse, 
u/itty a sip^le <£iapt tree stump ip ttye eep- 
ter. I^pol^ip^ aroupd dully, j-fope gradually 
realized ttyat tip elearip<5 u/as ttye result of 
ope <^aptie tree beip§ eut dou/p apd removed. 
JI7G porest elosed ip all aroupd tyer, as if 
straipip<5 to fill ip tip opepip^. 




Exhausted apd disappointed, j-tope elimbed opto tl?e 
stomp apd t^ou^t about ttye tree ttyat tyad beep eut dou/p. 
5^e rubbed tyer tyapds aeross ttye top of ttye stump apd 
felt ttye ridges left by ttye sau/. Jtye u/oodsmep must 
tyave eut dou/p ttye tree. It u/as ^ope, so ttyey must tyave 
talker? it au/ay to sau; it ipto lumber to sell ip tf?e tou/p. 
Jtyat meapt ttye road eouldr/t be too far au/ay, but \jyl7iel7 
u/ay? It u/as just as I^epard tyad said: stye mi^t be 90 
more ttyap a store's ttyrou; from ttye road, but ttyere u/as 
90 u/ay to tell. 3^ considered tryir^ a direetiop apd, if 
stye didr/t eome to ttye road ip a reasonable ler^tty of 
time, stye eould eome bael^ to ttye elearir^ apd try apotty- 
er. But stye u/as afraid. U/tyat if stye eouldr/t fipd ttye 
elearir^ a^aip? 3^ tyad lost ttye road ip full dayli^tyt; pou/ 
it u/as darl^. j-lope sat 09 ttye stump, more miserable ttyap 
ever, pot KQou/ir^ u/tyat to do. Jtye u/ood u/as absolutely 
silept, u/ittyout ttye soupd of erie^ets, or u/ipd, or pi<Jtyt 
birds, j-lope felt very alope. 

"[(issse evepir^, isssr/t it?" 
\y) ttye silepee, ttye lou/ voiee 
made j-lope jump apd utter a 
little ery of fri^tyt. 




"U/tyo's ttyere?" 3^ 
looked aroupd rapidly, 
tryip<£ to fipd tl?e speak- 



er. 




"/T\y, but you're 
jumpy. I u/as oply ma^ip^ sssmall tal^. I asssumed you 
tyad erau/led up ttyere to ta^e ip ttye pitityt air." 



j-lope follou/ed ttye soupd of ttye lispip<£ voiee uptil 
SI7G eould see its ou/per, a li^t <£reep spal^e eoiled op a 
flat roe^ at ttye base of ttye stump. "I ttyou^t I u/as 
tyere alope," stye said. "Jtyat's u/f?y I u/as fri^tyteped. It 
u/as so quiet." 

"Yesss, it isss peaeeful, isssp't it? I oftep eome 
tyere ip ttye evepip^. But I'm sssurprissed ttyat you 
u/ould tt)\Y)\{ you u/ere alope. Jtyere arep't mapy plaees 
u/tyere you're ever alope." 

jtope looked at ttye spal^e, \jyl70 u/as starip<5 
ttyou^tytfully at tyer. "I've beep lost apd alope ip Jtye 
porest all day apd pi^t," stye said. "Exeept for ap ou/1 



apd a fox, apd pou; you, I tyavep't met ^ Sufek, 
apottyer livip<£ ereature. I've beep u/ap- " ! ; ^'^A 
derip<5 aroupd for a^es tryip^ to fipd ""<?: ||lte 
ttye road so I eap §o tyome, apd pou; it's '^pit^f^ 
dar^, apd I dop't l^pou/ if I'll ever fipd 
my u/ay out. |sfo ope seems to be able to tyelp me, apd I 
\{Y)o\u my mother must be terribly u/orried." ffi eould 
pot l^eep tyer voiee from styal^ip^, alttyou^l? stye mapa^ed 
pot to be<£ip sobbip^. 



ue ssseep ttye fox apd tt?e ou/1 today myself, 
lisped tl?e spal^e, "alttyou^l? I prefer to avoid tt?e latter; 
u/e're pot op ttye best of termsss, you Kpou/. But t^ere 
are lots of others about, too-miee apd squirrels apd 
birds, apd toads apd ipseets galore, apd ssspal^esss, too, 
by tl?e by. /}pd of eourse t^ere are tt?e trees. J^ere are 
forest fo\\{ everyu/tyere you lool^, eaety l^eepip^ tyouse ip 
I71S ou/p u/ay. |sfo, you're pever alope ip Jtye porest. 

Jtyat's ope of tt?e bessst ttyip^s about tyavip<5 
your tyome tyere." 




A, 
J§§^ /te SI7G listened to tfa spal^e, j-lope tfau^tyt 

.^* about all tfa livir^ ttyip^s aroupd far. 3^ fad 

^*y alu/ays Kpou/p Jfa porest as a dap^erous plaee, a 

1% plaee to be avoided. It pever oeeurred to far tfat 

Jf for mapy otfar creatures, it u/as fame: a safe apd 

W friendly plaee. 5fa be<£ap to feel a little better uptil 

sfa be<£ap to t\)\rjlt{ about far ou/p fame. 

"perfaps you're ri^fa" replied j-fope, "but still, Jfa 
porest is pot my fame. I eap't very u/ell erau/1 upder a 
roe^ apd §0 to sleep. I peed to fipd my ou/p little eot- 
ta^e, at tfa epd of tfa porest I^oad. U/e must be elose 
to tfa road pou/. Qap't you falp me to fipd it?" 5fa 
leaped foru/ard apd looked at tfa spal^e expeetaptly. 

"I'd tal^e you tfare myssself, but it's a lop§ erau/1 
for me. I ^eperally try to 
avoid tfa road-earts 
apd u/a^ops are quite 
a fazard for my 
Kipd, you Kpou/." 




pope's faee fell, apd stye slumped bael^ op ttye stump. 
"But," ttye spal^e eoptipued, apd stye looked up sharply. 
"I tt)\Y)\{ I eap tyelp you fipd ttye u/ay. I'm alu/aysss §lad 
to tyelp a fellou; ereature 09 ^er u/ay." 





t is amazir^ apd u/opderful ttyat you should 
eome to ttyis very plaee at ttyis very time. It 
ssso tyappeps ttyat tl?e ssstump of ttye ap- 
eiept plape tree 09 u/tyiel? you are sssittir^ 
Isolds a seeret. Jtyere is a tyiddep eompartmept ttyat 
eoptaips ap amulet, a etyarm ttyat mi^t tyelp you to fipd 
your tyome." 

"You meai? a ma^ie etyarm?" j^opc as^ed, tyer 
eyes ^rou/ip^ u/ider. 

"U/I70 ear? tell? I oply \{T)0\u u/tyat all of my Kipd 
tyave alu/ays Kqou/q: ttyat ttye amulet is ttyere, apd ttyat it 
u/aits for sssomeope \jyl70 is truly ip peed of its tyelp. 
I believe ttyat ttyat u/ould be you." U/itty ttyese u/ords ttye 
spal^e touetyed a small stub of a brapel? 09 ttye side of 
ttye tree stump, "pull ttyis brapel?: I'd do it myssself 
but, as you may tyave potieed, I do pot tyave apy tyapds 
free. 

5mili9§, j-lope reaetyed dou/p apd pulled ttye brapel?. 



f\ eompartmept slid sileptly from ttye side of ttye 
stump, alttyou^ty stye tyad seep 90 traee of it before, 
jtesitatip^ly, stye put tyer tyapd ipto ttye eompartmept apd 
u/ittydreu; ttye amulet. It u/as a smootty dis^ , made of 
several different u/oods u/tyiety j-lope did pot reeo^pize, 
apd attaetyed to a silver etyaip. Op it u/as ttye ima^e of 
a moop set ip ttye outline of a star. f\s stye §azed at it, 
j-lope u/as startled to see it ^lou/ ip tyer tyapd; ttyep stye 
realized ttyat ttye real moop tyad risep above ttye tree- 
tops apd its beams u/ere refleetip^ off ttye polistyed 
u/ood. 

"dssse ttye amulet to elear you 
mipd apd foeus your ttyou^tytsss," 
u/tyispered ttye spal^e. "Let your fear 
apd u/orry ssslip au/ay apd ttye apsu/er 
u/ill eome to you. You u/ill 
be...illumipated!" 

j-lope sat op ttye stump u/itty tyer eyes elosed, ttye 
amulet elutetyed ti^tytly ip tyer small tyapds, apd tried to 
elear tyer mipd. 5tye expeeted to feel ttye ma^ie tip^lip^ 




a^aipst tyer s^ip, but everyttyir^ remained as it tyad 
beep. /}fter a u/tyile stye be^ap to feel disappointed apd 
a little silly. 3*?^ opened ^er eyes apd stared above ttye 
tree tops at ttye moor? risii^ ii? fropt of tyer. 5^ 
ttyou^t to tyerself: "Jl?e moor? loo^s just as it does 
from my ou/p little u/ipdou; of my ou/p little tyouse. 
\\o\u I U/ISI7 I u/ere ttyere!" 

5uddeply stye sat op strai^tyt. "Jtye moor? loo^s ttye 
same! I must be faeir^ ttye same u/ay! l^et's see... I 
u/ept ir?to ttye u/oods-it seems lil^e years a^ol-op ttye 
same side of ttye road as my tyouse." 3^ turned exeit- 
edly to ttye spal^e. "Jtyat mear?s ttye road is ttyat u/ay! 
JI7G moor? is styou/ir?<5 me ttye u/ay! JI7G amulet is ma§- 
ie!" 




JI7G sr?al^e smiled a^air?. "QDr?eer?tratir?§ 09 ttye 
etyarm tyelped you to elear your tyead. You figured out 



ttye apsu/er. Jtye ma^ie, if ttyere is apy, isss ip you. 
Ja^e tt?e amulet u/ittp you apd Keep it alu/ays. U/tyep 
you are troubled or afraid, tyold it ip your tyapd apd ttyipl^ 
of ttyis time apd of me, apd you u/ill Kpow u/tyat to do. 
ffou; <£o, apd tyurry! Your mother au/aitsss you." 





tyapl^ip^ ttye spal^e profusely, j-lope tyurried off 
ttyrou^t? Jl?e porest ip t^e direetiop of ttye 
risip<£ moop. 3^ l?3d pot <£ope very far at all 
F §> before stye spied a lifter area atyead. JI71S time it 
really u/as ttye porest I^oad. /Almost ^i^lip^ u/itt? relief, 
stye stepped out opto ttye surfaee of ttye road apd im- 
mediately looked to tyer ri^tyt. Off ip ttye distapee, stye 
eould see a u/arm yellow li^tyt: ttye styipip^ lamps of a 
tyouse. \\er tyouse! f\\\ ttyis time, stye tyad beep so elose 
u/ittyout evep l^pou/ip^ it! \\er tyeart leapip^ for joy, 
j-lope be^ap to rap ip ttye direetiop of ttye little eotta^e. 
f\s stye eame up to ttye u/tyite §ate, ttye fropt door 
su/up<5 opep apd ttyere, bathed ip ttye <£oldep ^lou; of ttye 
lampli^tyt, stood tyer mother u/itty arms outstretetyed. 
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